
 

 

Let’s Hear It For the Moms  

by Debra Briggs, OutReach Director  
 

One of the newest ministries started here at our church is MomCo 

(formerly known as MOPS.)  

When I stumbled across this ministry, I was excited to empower moms 

in our community and start a chapter of MomCo. It was suggested that 

for the first year we pilot the program with just our church moms 

before taking it out into the community. This proved to be a great suggestion as Sarah Zimmerman, Ariana Anderson, 

Renelle Veloz, Lindsey Hart and I grew and learned this curriculum and ministry together. It was a wonderful 

experience for all of us. The dynamic of 5 moms with different aged children was exciting and informative. We 

shared and learned and walked alongside each other for that first year. Fast forward to year two and those same moms 

have now taken on roles of leadership.  

We invited community moms with their children to join our group, and we saw it begin to grow. This ministry is 

designed to empower moms through the love of God. MomCo encourages and equips moms of younger children to 

realize their potential as mothers, women and leaders in relationship with Jesus. The topics of conversation vary each 

session and are very informative and ignite great questions and conversations. MomCo gives moms the opportunity to 

connect with other moms and to grow in their faith, family and friendships. MomCo helps us to learn to lean on Jesus 

during the trials of motherhood and to praise Him in the joys while being an example to those little ones who call us 

mom. 

MomCo is open to join at any time. We are also seeking volunteer leaders to oversee the children’s ministry of 

Momco.  

What is God Moves Me? By April Matz, Preschool Director 

Did you know that our preschool ministry, Kiddy City Preschool, offers more than just 

traditional morning preschool?  We are in our 6th year running the preschool ministry 

here at Mohn’s Hill Church and we have been growing not just in size but also in the 

various programs we offer to our families.  We offer traditional preschool classes for 3 

and 4 year olds on Tuesday and Thursday mornings; as well as, prek classes for 4 and 5 

year olds on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings. We have also added other 

programs which include Lunch Bunch, Stay & Play, and God Moves Me to name a few.  I would love to share more 

about the unique God Moves Me program that we are blessed to be able to offer our students. 

“God Moves Me encourages kids to move their bodies while playfully reinforcing what they are learning in the 

classroom. Through exciting games and creative workout plans, we get our blood pumping and giggles going!” 

explained by our own Sarah Zimmerman, the creator and founder of this special program. 

Let’s look back at what I like to call the God story of how we got to where we are today.  The preschool committee was 

praying for more after school activities that we could offer our families.  It was during this time that Sarah Zimmerman 

approached April with the idea for the God Moves Me program.  Thus began a beautiful God filled journey.  Sarah was 

not aware that the preschool committee was praying about how to expand the preschool ministry in this way, but God 

was paving the way for something new.  Sarah felt led by God to develop this unique opportunity where students could 

stay after school for gross motor play that would connect them to God and their classroom learning.  Sarah herself has 

enjoyed doing exercise activities with her own daughters and believed that she could offer this unique program as a 

ministry to our preschool families.  After piloting her program last year with our preschool families, doing some 

training, and lots of planning over this past summer, the God Moves Me program came into existence.    

This school year, our parents can sign their children up to stay an extra 45 minutes two times a month for God Moves 

Me.  Sarah and an adult helper introduce the preschool students to moving their bodies through a mix of cardio, 

stretches, and mindfulness practice while thanking God for all they can do with their bodies. The program incorporates 

fun games and activities that complement the current academic curriculum at Kiddy City Preschool. This program is 

being offered for free to all of our current preschool families.  We were even able to offer a Parent / Family education 

night in November, where Sarah led families through an evening with similar activities to a  God Moves Me day.  

During that evening, she also sent the parents home with ways to incorporate movement and God into their own homes.   

It has truly been a blessing for me, April, the director of Kiddy City Preschool to watch God continue to move in the 

preschool ministry.  To watch as prayers of the preschool committee were answered by someone within our own church.  

To watch Sarah take a passion that God laid on her heart and bring it into existence.  To watch most of the students this 

school year stay twice a month for this program and be filled with excitement, energy, and God. God is so good.  Would 

you please continue to pray for the Kiddy City Preschool ministry here at our church.  On a special ending note, if you 

see Sarah Zimmerman, tell her thank you for listening to God’s call and leading in this special way.  Let’s help our 

children learn to be disciples making disciples while we too as adults are learning to be disciples making disciples. We 

can be disciples All Together!  
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The church had the honor of celebrating two weddings within the congregation.  

 

The wedding of Terry and Carla Kauffman took place at Mohn’s Hill on October 19th. The church celebrated their union 

on November 2nd with a meal, a cake, and gifts.  

 

The wedding of Adam and MaKayla Ogden took place at Mohn’s Hill on November 29th. The church celebrated their 

union on December 7th with a meal, cake, and gifts.  

 

We wish the couples many blessed and happy years together.  



 

 

 

 

 

Saved to Serve by Debra Briggs,  

Outreach Director 

 
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and give his life for 

ransom." Mark 10:45 

When I reflect on this past year, I find myself in awe of the many blessings and 

spiritual gifts I see in our church family. I am so grateful for that early spring day in 

March of 2018 when I walked into Mohn’s Hill Church for the first time and 

immediately felt I was home!  

Our church family is so special to me and it is such an honor to be a part of a family I 

never knew I had. The many events and ministries that occurred this past year are 

certainly God orchestrated and wouldn’t have happened without Him. This past year 

was chock full of doing God’s work for others, from sandwich making to garage floor fixing, from holiday surviving to 

Christmas caroling, from celebrating recoveries to honoring moms, an abundance of many children ministries and more. 

Too many to mention them all. We are a growing and serving church and our outreach is leading our community, 

neighbors, family, and friends to know Jesus and build His Kingdom.  

A perfect more recent example of this was our Giving Thanks community dinner this past Thanksgiving where we fed 

close to 1,000 people. So many people came together to serve, fellowship and show the love of Jesus. I would like to 

take this opportunity to express my heartfelt gratitude and thanks to the numerous volunteers who performed 

overwhelming tasks to make this Giving Thanks Dinner a huge success. I met a family of 5 (two 20+ year old daughters 

and a 14-year-old son and parents) who dived into helping with such passion saying they were so grateful for the 

opportunity to serve together as a family. I had the privilege of watching a reunited family from church come, serve and 

fellowship all 3 days. I had the chance to invite and serve with newcomers and others from Celebrate Recovery and 

GriefShare members. The joy and comradery of so many strangers from many different churches and backgrounds 

coming together to be Jesus’s hands and feet was impressive. God’s presence and unity was evident. It made me smile in 

wonder at how many people truly have a servant’s heart. The biggest blessing of Thanksgiving Day was seeing so many 

people sit and be served a holiday meal with all the trimmings while fellowshipping with those around them and 

acknowledge their gratitude on our “Giving Thanks Tree.” It reminded me of the chorus of the Youngbloods’ song “Get 

Together.” “Come on people now/Smile on your brother/Everybody get together/Try to love one another right now.” As 

a church family and a body of Christ believers, we did what the song says!  

As we enter into a new year, I look forward to many more avenues for our church to reach out to the community and 

show Jesus hope, healing and love to everyone we meet. I have a lot of ideas for 2026 and invite you to share yours and 

consider joining our OEC (outreach evangelism committee.) I have a closing quote I use often and I find it to be true.  

“We are all in this together and together we make a difference.” 
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New Year, New Ministries 

By Pastor Ken 
In 2019, the concept of starting a preschool in the “old” church, came to light. As 

those concepts were fleshed out, it became apparent that the need for a quality, 

Christian education experience for preschoolers was needed in our area. With much prayer and work to prepare the 

building, internal policies, and organizational structure, the church moved April Matz into the position of Preschool 

Director and launched in 2020 (during Covid). That first year we had six students and one class. Since that time, we 

have added additional staff, seen tremendous growth in the program, and have begun to use the preschool platform to 

empower parents through educational events. 

 

In 2023, I approached the church and proposed the idea to hire an OutReach Director. The OutReach Director would aid 

the church in seeking new opportunities to be the hands and feet of Jesus in our community. This position would direct 

us toward fulfilling the vision to be an “incarnational work” of Jesus from Reading to Ephrata.  

 

In 2024, we filled that position with Debra Briggs. Since that time, our outreach and connection to the community has 

been amazing. From serving almost 1,000 people a Thanksgiving meal in Ephrata, to creating greater volunteer 

opportunities to Hope Rescue Mission and Lighthouse in Reading, to programs like GriefShare, Celebrate Recovery, 

Bible Adventure, and others, our impact for Christ from Reading to Ephrata is growing (Look for a new ministry 

beginning in Adamstown in 2026). 

 

In 2025, we held three town hall meetings in which we spoke about the potential of hiring a Children and Youth Pastor. 

This pastor would be responsible for the discipling and the spiritual formation of the children and youth that attend 

Mohn’s Hill. Following those town hall meetings, the decision was made to pursue a candidate. After a two month 

process, Pastor Landon Hevalow was selected. (cont on insert) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

New Year cont.  

With Pastor Landon’s arrival, a rejuvenated children and youth ministry will begin. Pastor Landon will bring 

contemporary methods of discipling children and youth in a way that is targeted for them. As the children and youth are 

discipled, it is hoped that their friends will attend so that our impact for Christ will continue to grow.  

 

 

Recently, I had the opportunity to have lunch with Pastor Landon and he has expressed his excitement to come and work 

within our church family. Please be in prayer for him, his wife Rachel, and their newborn son Judah as they prepare to 

make this transition  

 

As we enter into 2026, I look forward to what God will call us to do as individuals, and as a congregation to continue to 

spread the good news of Jesus and His salvation from Reading to Ephrata. May the Lord be glorified.   

 

 

 

 

News from the Finance Committee by Pastor Ken  

The Finance Committee is responsible for many aspects of church business life. Apart from the 

obvious yearly budget creation, the finance committee conducts a yearly audit on the financial 

records to ensure that all policies and procedures are followed. Additionally, the committee is 

responsible for counting, depositing, and recording all tithes and offerings that are given to the 

church. Those records are then used to create the year-end tax form for annual contributions.  

The Financial Committee also oversees the finance report given to the Ministry Council. Those 

reports track giving trends, shortage and surpluses, and income diversity. By preparing these reports, the Council is 

made aware of the financial health of the church and how spending can impact on the overall budget. 

In 2026, the Finance Committee is exploring cloud based financial recording keeping services to replace our current in-

house system, considering the possibility of training new offering stewards and creating teams of stewards which will 

allow for greater rotation and reduce the likelihood of burn-out.  

If you would be interested in serving on this committee, please see Pastor Ken, Terry, or David Matz for more details.  

 

 

 Looking Forward by Terry Ventresca, 

Ministry Council President  
 

Greetings my brothers and sisters in Christ. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

As we celebrate the ultimate gift, the birth of our LORD and Savior Jesus Christ, let us be 

thankful for all the blessings the LORD has bestowed on us, as we truly are a blessed 

congregation. 

 

As I complete my 3rd year as Ministry Council president, I again want to thank you for the 

opportunity to serve HIS Church on the hill. 

 

Your Ministry Council was very active this past year as you will hear at the congregational 

meeting on January 11, 2026 (snow date January 18) after the 10:30 service, please plan to 

attend. 

 

As I mentioned during my report at the congregational meeting last year, we had a leadership 

retreat where the ministry council committees set 1 - 3- and 5-year goals. As you will hear in my 

upcoming report, many of the 1-year goals have been achieved along with some of the 3 year 

goals. The most significant goal we were able to achieve was the hiring of Children & Youth  

Pastor who will begin his ministry January 2, 2026, Praise the LORD! 

 

I pray you and your families enjoy a Blessed Holiday Season! 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


